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Press release: BOOK WORLD PRAGUE 2018
24th INTERNATIONAL BOOK FAIR AND LITERARY FESTIVAL
Venue: Palace of Industry, Prague Exhibition Grounds (Holešovice)
10th – 13th May 2018
Organizer: Svět knihy, s.r.o. [Book World Ltd.], a company of the Association of Czech Booksellers and Publishers
Patrons: Minister of Culture of the Czech Republic, Mayor of Prague, Mayor of Prague 7 District
Sponsors: Ministry of Culture of the Czech Republic, Prague City Hall, Prague 7 District Authority
Payments partner: ČSOB (bank)
Partners: DOX Centre for Contemporary Art, Czech Centres, Czech Literary Centre, Moravian Library, National Gallery, National Museum, Prague Municipal House, Shoah Memorial Prague, Scandinavian House; Alza Media, Auroton Computer, DeDietrich, EL AL Israel Airlines, Graspo, Kosmas, Magnesia, Povodí Vltavy 

Media partners: Czech Television, Czech Radio, Právo, týdeník Echo, Echo 24, Knižní novinky, Host, A2, Literární noviny, Radio1
Comics and The Groundbreaking 20th Century: main themes for 2018
In 2017, Book World Prague attracted over 40,000 visitors. This year, a major part of its programme will be devoted to comics in various forms, from mainstream to acclaimed art. “We’re preparing a special comics zone, where dozens of comics artists from this country and abroad will exhibit and sell their work,” explains Radovan Auer, Director of the fair. The programme will also include many discussion events, at which authors and personalities from the Czech Republic and elsewhere will address the topic of The Groundbreaking 20th Century, the second main theme of the event. “This year marks one hundred years since the founding of the republic, plus the anniversaries of years ending in an ‘8’ that have had such a big impact on our history,” Radovan Auer continues. “For BookWorld, we have decided to take this theme one step further and reflect on the whole twentieth century as a groundbreaking period in the history of central Europe and elsewhere.”    
Guest of honour
Each year the literary festival, which comprises the presence and presentation of publishing houses, author’s signings and readings, takes a detailed look at the literature of a chosen country. Guest of honour at this year’s event is the State of Israel. Notable authors at the fair will include David Grossman (winner of the 2017 Man Booker International Prize), Abraham B. Yehoshua and Dror Mishani. There will be a number of talks on interesting themes.    
This year’s Book World Prague international book fair and literary festival has many new things in store for its visitors, as well as repeats of successes of last year.  The part of the festival programme in the Lapidarium of the National Museum will be largely devoted to talks on the theme of the 20th century. A pavilion for small, specialist publishing houses (of which there will be twelve) will again occupy a space in front of the Palace of Industry. The Growing with the Book pavilion, with a programme principally for schools, young people, parents and their children, will occupy a new outdoor space. “Although we want the area in front of the Palace to be a very lively place for literature and books, as in previous years it will offer plenty of high-quality refreshments for our visitors,” explains Radovan Auer. “On the Saturday, the outdoor area will host the HumbookStage, a special event with a very attractive programme for teenagers.” 
Guests at the literary festival will come from 26 countries. “There will be dozens of foreign authors at the festival, so visitors will have a lot to choose from,” says Artistic Director Guillaume Basset. “The accompanying programme will include events away from the exhibition grounds, too – at Prague’s Shoah Memorial and the Gulliver airship for literature at the DOX Centre for Contemporary Art, for instance.” 
The programme for professionals is also open to the general public. The four-day Professional Forum, at which translators and other leading figures from the world of literature will discuss recent developments in the presentation of Czech literature abroad, has been prepared in cooperation with the Czech Literary Centre. 
Other themed segments
Das Buch

The project presenting the work of contemporary authors writing in German will make its 12th appearance at the fair. It is the result of cooperation among three organizations – Goethe-Institut, the Austrian Cultural Forum in Prague and the Swiss Embassy in Prague.
Events for children and young adults

This area of the programme, one of the largest, is prepared in cooperation with publishers of children’s literature and professional associations and organizations that are dedicated to the promotion of book-reading for children and young adults. Growing with the Book is a nationwide campaign in support of book-reading and fiction. Every year at the fair, literature for children and young adults and prize-givings for winners of literature competitions are presented under the campaign’s banner, and partners of the campaign can present their own programmes.  
Tabletop games zone
A large area operated by the Paluba board games club, where eight publishers will present their work. Come along and try out their brainteasers and other products.   
Fantasy & SF
Fantasy and SF events will occupy their traditional, special place in the Right Wing of the Palace of Industry, where over the four days of the fair remarkable writers who work in this genre will come and go. As usual, the programme has been composed largely in cooperation with the magazines Pevnost and XB-1. 
Audiobooks
This major theme from last year was such a hit with visitors that this year’s fair will have a special audiobooks area.  
Cooking with the Book

A theme that attracts fans in increasing numbers. Visitors will be able to watch the preparation of dishes that appear in cookbooks available in bookstores. Healthy lifestyle choices will be represented.  
Literature Night

It has become traditional for the eve of the fair and literary festival to be marked by Literature Night, comprising readings from European literatures in translation. It is held by Czech Centre Prague in cooperation with cultural organizations involved in the EUNIC project. This year’s event will take place on 9th May at a range of venues in the Prague 1 district. 

Prizes and competitions at the fair (a selection)
Jiri Theiner Award 

Book World Ltd. confers the Jiri Theiner Award on a living person or institution who by their or its work has made an important contribution to the dissemination and promotion of Czech literature abroad. The committee of experts has chosen to confer the 2018 award on David Short, a Czech scholar, translator and linguist from the United Kingdom. Pavel Theiner, son of Jiri (George) Theiner, is donor of the financial award.

Book World Ltd. 
Readers’ Challenge – competition testing knowledge of the content of books: literary competition for sixth-year classes of primary schools. 
Book World Ltd. as part of its Growing with the Book campaign for the promotion of book-reading
Jiří Orten Prize 

Association of Czech Booksellers and Publishers
2017 Dictionary of the Year 
Union of Interpreters and Translators

‘Torture Rack’ Anti-award
Czech Literary Translators’ Guild
Awards of the Academy of SF, Fantasy and Horror 

Academy of Science Fiction, Fantasy and Horror 
Audiobook of the Year 2017 Awards Ceremony
Association of Audiobook Publishers
Together in Balloons/ a Czech-Polish comics competition
Polish Cultural Institute Prague
The Danube on the Vltava 6

Book World Ltd., Centre for Information on Literature, in cooperation with Mosty Gesharim, o.z. and Anasoft litera
Statistics for BOOK WORLD PRAGUE 2018
Literary Festival

participants: 642
total programmes: 556 
total exhibitions: 22 

countries and regions active in the programme: 26

Argentina, Austria, Belgium, Canada, Congo, Czech Republic, Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Hungary, Italy, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Russia, Slovakia, Slovenia, South Korea, Spain, State of Israel, Sweden, Switzerland, Ukraine, United Kingdom, United States of America
Fair

exhibitors: 404
stands: 208 

surface area: 3,495 m2

exhibiting countries and regions: 22
Belarus, China, Czech Republic, Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Hungary, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Russia, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, State of Israel, Sweden, Taiwan, Ukraine, United Kingdom, United States of America

A total of 29 countries will be represented at the fair and festival. 

Go to www.svetknihy.cz for:

● a complete programme of events ● a way to create your own programme

● an interactive map of stands and exhibitors ● apps for Android/Apple 
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Contact persons: 
Jana Chalupová, veletrh@svetknihy.cz, +420 224 498 464, 603 439 943

Nikola Lörinczová, nikola.lorinczova@piaristi.cz, 605 560 277

