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Book World Prague to focus on comics, from Japan to Finland. Alejandro Jodorowsky will star
Comics has long been about more than stories for children. Aware of this fact, the organizers of Book World Prague have chosen comics as one of the main themes of this year’s international book fair and literary festival, the twenty-fourth. Fans of comics will have a unique opportunity to meet comics authors/artists, notably, from the Czech Republic, Jaromír 99, Karel Jerie, Nikkarin, Vojtěch Mašek, Lucie Lomová, Pavel Čech and Jaroslav Němeček (author of Čtyřlístek magazine). A strong delegation from the German-speaking countries will be headed by Reinhard Kleist, while other notable participants will include France’s Catel Muller and Finland’s Kati Närhi. Book World Prague is particularly delighted to be able to welcome legendary film-maker and comics creator Alejandro Jodorowsky. This year’s Book World Prague, which will take place 10 – 13 May at the Prague Exhibition Grounds, will be about comics and much more besides. 

“The means of expression of comics are not those of classical literature, and sometimes comics does it better,” says Radovan Auer, Director of Book World, in explanation of the choice of comics as a major theme of this year’s fair. The programme has been prepared in collaboration with the Centre for the Study of Comics and publishers of high-quality comics works, notably CREW, Meander, Comics Centrum and Argo. 

Book World Prague will include a ‘comics zone’ in the Palace of Industry, containing two auditoria and a specialist store with a comprehensive range of Czech comics works and a selection of the best works from abroad. 

Book World Prague will also acknowledge a notional anniversary – 170 years since the composition of the first comics in the Czech lands. Two projects will play a key role in this. It is now eighty years since publication of the first Rychlé Šípy [Fast Arrows] comics. To mark this milestone, over fifty modern-day authors have been working on a remake of the legendary series, so representing artists of today while commemorating a legend. As part of the Memory of a Nation project, the comics theme will come together with another major theme of the fair, ‘The Groundbreaking 20th Century’, in comics treatments of the memoirs of witnesses to great moments in history. Tomáš Hodan, Karel Osoha and Tomáš Kučerovský, co-authors of the Totální nasazení [Forced Labour] comic books, which tell stories of women in labour camps, will share their experience. Czech comics will feature in discussion events on the manga phenomenon, comics erotica and the unforgettable pre-war cartoon series about Punťa, a hero with child readers of magazines. The presence of Jaroslav Němeček, creator of the famous magazine Čtyřlístek, is essential to the children’s comics programme.  

The fair will present the latest and most interesting comics in the Czech Republic, most notably stories of heroes of the so-called Heydrichiade and the Mašín brothers and a treatment of the recent Kuřim affair. 
Visitors will have the opportunity to meet leading comics authors and artists. The biggest star of the fair will be Alejandro Jodorowsky, the Chilean-French avant-garde film-maker and comics creator. “He’s not only a great star but also a mystic artist,” says Guillaume Basset, Artistic Director of the Book World Prague literary festival. “We’re honoured that he has accepted our invitation to meet his Czech readers for the first time.” Jodorowsky has written his name in cinema history thanks to his Western El Topo and his cult movie The Holy Mountain, films in which he also appeared as an actor. His films and comics alike show the influence of surrealism and an interest in mysticism, as also demonstrated in psychomagic, Jodorowsky’s therapeutic teachings. Of his comics work, his collaboration with French illustrator Moebius is particularly important. Fans will be familiar with his lengthy Incal series (The Incal, Metabarons, Technopriests, etc.). Jodorowsky also attracts Czech comics readers into the world of his boundless imagination with The White Lama and Borgia, the latter a portrait of a powerful noble family in Renaissance times.        

Anna Křivánková, a translator of manga comics and co-author of Planet Nippon, a book about Japanese pop culture (including comics) for which she has this year been shortlisted for a Magnesia Litera award, will appear at this year’s Book World Prague, too. The contingent of women comics artists is stronger still thanks to the presence of Frenchwoman Catel Muller, co-author of Kiki de Montparnasse, a graphic novel about the Parisian muse, and Finn Kati Närhi, whose spiritual tale The Seventh Guest has just appeared in Czech.  
The long-standing Das Buch programme (which presents literature written in German from Germany, Austria and Switzerland) will this year be represented by mostly comics authors, with Reinhard Kleist in the vanguard. Kleist will introduce his latest comic book, whose subject is Nick Cave, with drawing on a large scale, accompanied by a live band.   

Our many guests, events and expositions will address everything the term ‘comics’ can possibly refer to.  
Book World Prague will be held 10 – 13 May 2018 at the Prague Exhibition Grounds. 

For more information, please go to www.svetknihy.cz
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